SMALLPOX AND VACCINATION
life." In the German-speaking countries
over 65 5000 persons died of smallpox in
1796, and in Prussia (1803) 40,000 people
succumbed annually to this scourge.
These records should suffice to show the
destructive power of smallpox when un-
restrained by vaccination.
Like all other diseases, smallpox has
ever followed the march of emigration.
In the sixth century the Crusaders
spread it, on their travels; in the eighth
the Saracens brought it to Spain, and the
Spaniards took it to Mexico in 1520,
Since that time the American continent
has never been rid of its presence.
The smallpox that America knew in
Colonial days was smallpox at its worst,
It came in cycles, spreading from one
part of the country to another, and leav-
ing devastation in its track. It destroyed
the most susceptible but conferred upon
those surviving an attack a life-long pro-
tection against further attacks. It re-
ceded and was absent until a new and
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